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Ireland

Empty Pack Survey Report
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Provide an indication on the incidence of non domestic or 
counterfeit cigarettes

Survey Objectives 
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� Empty Discarded Pack (EDP) collection
� City sample quotas proportional to population
� 8 cities 
� Random collection from streets and easy access bins
� Any brand and market variants
� Total sample 4,998 packs
� Dates of collection: September - October 2008
� Pack analysis: December 2008
� Agency: MSI

� Limitations
� Homes and workplaces are not covered
� No information on counterfeit incidence of competitors products

� Caution
� No participation of competitors
� Findings cannot be used to extrapolate volumes
� The survey is designed to focus on trends rather than incidence at a single point in time

Survey Methodology - Overview 



Methodology and Mechanics Overview

Empty discarded pack collection:

� Any brand of any manufacturer, any variant

� Largest towns, quotas proportional to population figures

� Random collection from streets and easy access bins

� Execution by an independent market research agency

� Information related to each pack will be recorded in a 
datasheet

� Packs will be analyzed by companies to determine 
authenticity and original design market

� A consolidated report will be issued by research agency
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(*) The population of selected cities represents 23% of total co(*) The population of selected cities represents 23% of total country population (estimate for April 23, 2006)untry population (estimate for April 23, 2006)

Administrative region City Sample
LEINSTER DUBLIN 2,613
MUNSTER CORK 618
CONNACHT GALWAY 375
LEINSTER TALLAGHT 330
LEINSTER BLANCHARDSTOWN 324
MUNSTER LIMERICK 273
MUNSTER WATERFORD 238
LEINSTER CLONDALKIN 227
Total selected cities 4,998
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Sampling Plan and city coverage



Cities are split into 5 sectors
(Center, South, North, West, East)

2.

Random walk procedure is used to cover the 
neighborhood

4.

Several neighborhoods are chosen in each sector
(number of neighborhoods depends on city size; neighborhoods 
selected to represent both residential and relational areas)

3.

Fieldwork � City Segmentation and Random Walk

Selection of cities

1.

Objective: obtain a representative sample of each city












